HA- 1556 c. 1930
Aberdeen Esso Service Station

Aber deen

Private

The Aberdeen Esso Service Station is an unaltered exanple of the early gas
stations which were built during the era of autonobile proliferation between
the World Wars. The decorative corbels of the canopy are a vestige of the
high style architecture of the Beaux Arts school and may be an attenpt by
the designer to legitimze the service station as a permanent aesthetic form



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

HA - 1556
MAG # 1315565811

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

NAME

HISTORIC

AND/OR COMMON
Aberdeen Esso Service Station

BALocATION
STREETS. NUMBER
NE cr. US. 40 and Bel Air Avenue
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Aberdeen — VICINITY OF
ﬁal";e land COUNTY
vay Harford
EJCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
SDISTRICT —PUBLIC XOCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
** BUILDING(S) JARIVATE —UNOCCUPIED X.COMMERCIAL —PARK
_STRUCTURE —BOTH —_WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL  —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT _IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC
_BEING CONSIDERED JAYES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
_NO —MILITARY _OTHER:
¥ OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
MIton Ustaszewski o Telephone #; (301) 838-8858
STREET & NUMBER - .
503 Ponderosa Drive - ) -
CITY. TOWN SATE , zip code"
Bel Air ___ VICINITY OF Maryland 21014
FJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber &
COURTHOUSE. Folio #:

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC

Harford County Courthouse

STREETS. NUMBER

CITY, TOWN Bel Alr '\/T'g\}'l'yEland
EREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

—FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE




DESCRIPTION HA-1556
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_FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Aberdeen Esso Service Station is a concrete roadsi de aut onobi | e service
station built about 1930 and | ocated on the northeast corner of U S. 40 and Bel
Ai r Avenue i n Aberdeen, Maryl and.

The buil ding, facing west across U.S. 40, is a one-story officew th a covered
driveway and gas punp island. Ahipped tile roof covers the entire structure.
The exterior is stucco.

The of fi ce section has plate gl ass wi ndows facing t he paved service area on the
north, west, and south. A series of small square panes above a transombar tops
each window. The restroons are behind the office area and are reached by
separate outside doors on the north and south el evations. The doorways are

pl aced wi thin blind nmol ded arches in the stucco. The overhangi ng roof of the
driveway has foliated scroll corbels. The soffit of the overhang is covered with
pressed nmetal sheets in a square-within-square pattern.

A three-bay garage of |ater date adjoins the office building on the north.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Aberdeen Esso Service Station is an unaltered exanpl e of the early gas stations
whi ch were built during the era of autonobile proliferation between the Wrl d Wars.
The architecture of these stations is clearly an outgrowh of the needs of the auto-
nobi | e travel er: sinple office functions, covered service area, public restrcons,
and conveni ent access to gas punps and the mai n hi ghway. The decorative corbel s of
t he Aberdeen Esso Station are a vestige of the high-style architecture of the Beaux-
Arts school, a period drawing to a close at the tinme of the station's construction.
They may be interpreted as an attenpt to legitimze the service station as a

per nanent aesthetic form the designer using recognizabl e features of a nore
established style in the absence of an evolved gas station architectural vocabul ary.
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Janet Davis, MHT/SHA Surveyor December 11, 1980
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust (301) 269-2438
STREETS NUMBER TELEPHONE
21 State Circle
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Annapolis Maryland 21401

The Maryland Hstoric Stes Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found In the

Annot at ed Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 Suppl enent .

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information

and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
nment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO Maryland H storical Trust

The Shaw House, 21 State Crcle
Annapol i s, Mryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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HA-1556
Aberdeen Esso Service Station, site

3 North Philadelphia Boulevard (US 40), Aberdeen

Sanborn Map, 1950, Sheet 2
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HA-1556
Aberdeen Esso Service Station, site
3 North Philadelphia Boulevard (US 40), Aberdeen




























